United States Embassy Panama
CONSULAR SECTION

Location: Building 783, CLAYTON, PANAMA.
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 08:00 a.m. to 12:00p.m.
and 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday from 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon
Friday from 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.

Telephone number: 207-7000

CONSULAR INFORMATION SHEETS

E-MAIL: Panama-ACS@state.gov

REGISTERING THE BIRTH ABROAD OF A U.S. CITIZEN AND OBTAINING
THE CHILD'S FIRST UNITED STATES PASSPORT

U.S. citizen parent(s) should file a Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CROBA) as soon as possible to
register the child’s birth as a U.S. citizen and to obtain a first U.S. passport for the child. The Consular
Report of Birth Abroad usually serves in lieu of a local birth certificate in the United States.

What is a Consular Report of Birth Abroad?

The Consular Report of Birth Abroad (Form FS-240), is a light blue certificate which resembles birth
certificates issued by local jurisdictions in the United States. Completed CROBA records are
permanently on file at the Department of State. Additional copies of a child's CROBA may be obtained
for a fee of US$30.00 from: "Correspondence, Passport Services, Department of State, Suite 510, 1111
19th St, Washington, D.C. 20522-1705, USA."

PLEASE REQUEST APPOINTMENT BY INTERNET

Applications for CROBA and the child's first passport are by appointment only to ensure that
parents are prepared for the interview and have all the necessary documents. Please visit the
following website to schedule an appointment:

https://evisaforms.state.gov/acs/default.asp?postcode=PNM&appcode=1
PLEASE DO NOT SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT UNTIL YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE

REQUIRED FORMS. TO REQUEST FORMS, PLEASE E-MAIL THE AMERICAN CITIZENS
SERVICES UNIT AT Panama-ACS@state.gov

What children born outside the United States acquire U.S. citizenship?

Children born outside of the U.S. or its outlying possessions acquire U.S. citizenship when (in ALL
cases the U.S. citizen parent must have acquired his/her U.S. citizenship before his/her child’s
birth):

- the child’s parents are both U.S. citizens and at least one can show evidence that
he or she resided in the United States or its outlying possessions prior to the
child’s birth.
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the child was born after 2:07 P.M. EST, 14 November 1986 EST and one parent
is a citizen and the other a non-U.S. citizen, if the U.S. citizen parent was
physically present in the U.S. prior to the child's birth, for a period of five years,
at least two of which were after the age of 14 years.

the child was born prior to 2:07 P.M., 14 November 1986 EST, and the U.S.
citizen parent was physically present in the U.S. prior to the child’s birth for ten years, five years
of which were after the age of 14.

the child was born to an unmarried U.S. citizen parent, under certain
circumstances.

For Panama Only:

the child/person was born in the former Panama Canal Zone on or after
February 26, 1904 and before October 1, 1979; father or mother or both at the time of the birth
of such person was or is a citizen of the United States.

the child/person was born in the Republic of Panama on or after February 26, 1904; father or
mother or both at the time of the birth of such person was or is a citizen of the United States
employed by the Government of the United States. (Please see “Evidence of U.S. Government
Employment” below).

What do | need to apply for a Consular Report of Birth Abroad and a U.S. passport?

Children being registered as U.S. citizens must be brought to the Consular Section by their parents
along with the following original documents:

Completed Application for Consular Report of Birth Abroad of a Citizen of the United
States of America (Form DS-2029).

Child’s Panamanian Birth Certificate — The COPIA INTEGRA (“complete” on legal size paper
with revenue stamps) is obtained at the Panamanian Civil Registry.

Evidence of Parent(s)’ U.S. Citizenship — This may be in the form of original U.S. birth
certificates, U.S. passports, Consular Report of Birth Abroad (CROBA), Certificates of
Citizenship, or Naturalization Certificates. (Military IDs are NOT proof of U.S. citizenship.)

Parents’ Marriage Certificate.
Evidence of Dissolution of Previous Marriages — If either parent

has been previously married, submit original divorce decrees or death
certificates.
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¢ Evidence of U.S. Government Employment — When applicable, the U.S. citizen parent should
present evidence of U.S. Government employment at the time of the child’s birth and evidence
of physical presence in Panama at the time of the child’s conception. Such evidence should be
a statement on letterhead from the employing U.S. Government agency with the dates of
employment of the U.S. citizen parent.

o Parent(s) Completed Affidavit of U.S. Physical Presence.
The physical presence in the U.S. of the U.S. citizen parent must be documented.
Evidence of physical presence in the U.S. may consist of school transcripts, income tax returns,
employment and military service records, proof of U.S. Government service abroad, or evidence
of time spent abroad as an unmarried dependent son or daughter, living in the same household,
of a U.S. Government employee.

e Completed U.S. Passport Application (Form DS-11 at www.travel.state.gov).

e Two Photos of the Child (two identical pictures with light background, size 2"x2")

e Completed Application for a Social Security Number (Form SS-5).

The consular officer may request additional evidence for completion of your case. If this is the case, you will be
given 90 days to comply with the additional requirement.

All documents not in English or Spanish must be translated into English.

Children Born to an Unmarried Parent

If a child's mother is a U.S. citizen and had been physically present in the U.S. for at least one year
prior to the child’s birth, the child acquired U.S. citizenship at birth. Where the unmarried U.S. citizen
parent is the father, requirements are more complicated. In these latter cases the father discuss his
case in person with a consular officer during the interview. Consular Section employees observe strict
confidence in these cases.

Do we have to bring the child to the interview?

Yes. The consular officer must see each child who seeks a CROBA and a U.S. passport.
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Do both parents need to come?

Parents must execute the passport application for a child under age 16. If one parent is
unable to come he/she will have to complete a parental consent.
See Attachment “ Parental Consent” form.

How much do the CROBA and passport cost?

The cost for the Consular Report of Birth Abroad is US$65.00*

Applications for passports are received at the same time at a cost of $85.00. A child's passport is
valid for five years.

Minors age 16 years or above are eligible for a 10-year passport and the cost for this passport is
$100.00.

If the applicant is over 18 years old, only a passport will be issued and the fee is $100.00. (Credit
Cards or cash only.)

Parent(s)' Permission to Travel out of Panama

If the child is traveling with someone other than a parent, Panamanian Immigration might request
written consent from one of the parents.

Fraud in the Birth Reqgistration Process?

Sometimes American citizens try to register the birth as U.S. citizens of children that are not their
natural children. The children may have been adopted, either formally or informally. However, U.S.
citizenship is acquired only through birth in the U.S. or birth abroad to at least one U.S. citizen parent.
Children adopted abroad by U.S. citizens may be issued immigrant visas to live in the U.S., after which
the parent(s) may apply to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) for the child to be
naturalized as a U.S. citizen. In cases where the evidence does not conclusively establish that an
applicant is the biological child of the putative parent(s), the consular officer may require DNA testing of
the U.S. citizen parent. The cost of the test is borne by the alleged parent(s).

ISSUANCE OF CRBA & FIRST PASSPORT TAKES BETWEEN FIVE TO SIX WEEKS. NEW PHOTO-DIGIT
PASSPORTS ARE ISSUED IN THE NATIONAL PASSPORT CENTER, USA.

YOU WILL RECEIVE AN E-MAIL WHEN YOUR CHILD’S DOCUMENTS ARE READY TO BE PICKED-UP.
YOU MAY SEND ANOTHER PERSON TO PICK-UP THE DOCUMENTS WITH YOUR SIGNED CONSENT,
YOUR CHILD’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE, AND A COPY OF YOUR ID. PLEASE BRING THE CASHIER’S
RECEIPT. PLEASE REFER TO OUR HOURS OF OPERATION TO PICK-UP YOUR PASSPORT.
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